FutureTech
Careers Initiative
At the Berkshire Innovation Center
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The Berkshire Innovation Center
The Berkshire Innovation Center is an independent non-profit that serves
as a catalyst to spark innovation and sustainable growth of technologyenabled companies, start-ups and advanced manufacturers.

We Believe In…
Creating synergy thru collaboration with industry, academia and
government
Working thru others leveraging their core capabilities to achieve
collective success
Facilitating connections to unleash the entrepreneurial capabilities of
our community
Inspiring young minds to consider the possibilities of innovation in the
Berkshires
Providing continuous adult learning to equip a workforce for the future
Efficiently utilizing resources for the good of the community
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FutureTech Careers Initiative
The development, recruitment, inclusion, and retention of talent, is critical to
our region's economic success. Businesses will thrive where the talent lies.
The BIC FutureTech Careers Initiative seeks to ensure that we have the
talent to sustain existing and anticipated growth, as well as benefit from the
emerging opportunities that play into the strengths of the Commonwealth.
This initiative leverages the BIC and the BIC Network of industry, academic,
and governmental partners to engage and inspire young adults, educators,
vulnerable populations, the underemployed, and displaced members of the
workforce to expose them to the sectors poised for accelerated growth and
connect them with career opportunities and pathways in the industries that
are generating the most new jobs and driving the economic health of our
region.
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The Opportunity
As any manufacturer or technology enabled company in the Commonwealth will
confirm, we are suffering from a severe shortage of skilled workers. Locally,
hundreds if not thousands of jobs remain unfilled. This talent gap continues to hold
back our region, particularly as growth opportunities sprout so rapidly.
New blueprints for pathways to careers in technology enabled sectors, including
life sciences, clean tech, aerospace, and others, offer solutions that we can learn
from – around driving awareness and education and building a more diverse
workforce. These include visits to industry, technology showcases, innovative
training programs, and immersive experiences. The key, however, is to see these
elements as part of a holistic approach, one that requires collaboration among
employers, state and local government, community leaders, non-profits, students,
educators, and workers. It is also essential to do this in a way that makes our
companies as diverse as our communities, which means creating innovative onramps for people from disadvantaged communities or those otherwise
underrepresented in these sectors.
As a regional hub for a diverse and motivated collection of industry and academic
partners, the BIC is in a unique position to create and lead a unified effort to engage,
inspire, retain, and develop the workforce our region so desperately needs. In our
first year, our BETA program engaged high school students and industry mentors
from around the county in an intense experiential learning program in which
students heard directly from those in industry, visited numerous local factories, and
competed as project teams in a robotics challenge while “in-residence” at the BIC.
BETA students were connected with internships, directly to jobs, and shown
pathways to continue their education with our academic partners. While year one
was a success, we have just scratched the surface - there is a tremendous
opportunity to further leverage the BIC’s state of the art facility and diverse network
to expand this and related initiatives to dramatically magnify the impact.
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Programming
We carry out the FutureTech Careers Initiative with a variety of
programs aimed at young adults, educators, vulnerable populations,
the underemployed, and displaced members of the workforce.
These programs are intended to compliment one another and
strengthen programs run by other organizations in our ecosystem.
Programming includes:
The BETA Program
The Berkshire Robotics Challenge
Technology Demo Days
The BIC Collaborative Learning Network
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Winter Hardcastle
"The entire experience of the BETA program is
something that is so amazing and new that it's
almost hyper-real. Never could I have imagined that
something like this was taking place in my home
county, and our exposure to local businesses taught
me a benefit of the Berkshires that I never before had
the chance to see. I will wholeheartedly recommend
that everyone who can apply to this program, does
apply."

Darby Bayne
"The people, not only the presenters but also the
fellow program participants, were so fun to work
with. In particular, I liked how mentally diverse the
BIC program was; I got to work with a bunch of
people who think in different ways than I do. I come
from a pretty small school and a like-minded grade,
so this was fun for me."

Benjamin Brooks
"My favorite part of the program was getting to see
all of what the Berkshires has to offer. I didn’t have a
good sense of how many great engineering and
technology companies we have in the Berkshires. I
also didn’t understand what each one of them does
and what their impact is. I was able to hear from
businesses I didn’t know existed and tour some of
their facilities, which was an experience I’ll never
forget."
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BETA Program
BETA is an intensive experiential learning program for high school students
with an interest in pursuing a career in technology or advanced manufacturing.
BETA leverages subject matter experts and academic talent from within the BIC
membership network and beyond. The curriculum exposes students to STEM
career opportunities in the Berkshires, immerses them in fundamentals critical
to these career paths, and introduces them to some of the advanced equipment
available at the Innovation Center.
Students completing the program leave with a practical understanding of STEM
career opportunities and a roadmap for achieving these professional goals.
They also become part of a growing network of mentors and peers who can
support them on their professional journey and keep them aware of
opportunities in the Berkshires.
In our first cohort were 20 area students from 10 municipalities, including 6
female students and 7 students of color. They met over 30 mentors and visited
numerous facilities in our region. BETA students were then connected to
internships, jobs, or with our academic partners. We continue to work with
many of them.
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Technology Demo Days
The Berkshire Innovation Center is a brand new world-class facility that
features bleeding edge technology and projects from some of the most
advanced organizations in the Commonwealth. For those interested in STEM
careers, visiting the BIC is an inspiring and eye-opening experience. It is
brightly lit and bristling with technology; it's a showcase of what tech and
advanced manufacturing jobs of the future will look like. The best scientific
mind is a curious mind, and the BIC inspires curiosity unlike any other facility in
our region.
"Technology Demo Days" for area students students include a tour of the
facility, exposure to our 3D printing lab and our virtual / augmented reality lab,
a speaker, a STEM kit project, and more. The trip will be aligned with common
core standards and there will be plenty of opportunities to explore and ask
questions and learn about the innovation happening right here in the
Berkshires.
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Berkshire Robotics Challenge
The Berkshire Robotics Challenge is modeled after the US FIRST LEGO League
annual challenge. The Challenge offers an opportunity for children from third to
eighth grade (ages 8-14) to build their science, computer and coding skills while
designing and programming a robot to complete a challenge. Students work in
school-based teams or neighborhood teams toward a competitive goal while
learning problem-solving, teamwork and good sportsmanship.
The Berkshire Robotics Challenge has been in existence for 21 years, and the BIC
team has long been involved. With our facility now complete, we will be
leveraging our space, our equipment, and our network to continue to grow and
expand the program engage and inspire more and more young people from around
the region.
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The BIC Collaborative Learning Network
Meaningful partnerships are critical to the success of this initiative, and we have
worked hard to build those partnerships with both traditional educational
organizations and non-traditional organizations that are bringing new and innovative
educational solutions to our region.
To ensure alignment with our local educators, we are partnering directly with
individual schools to create "customized applied learning opportunities" that will
allow specific classes to build time at the BIC into their curriculums. As an off-site
lab, the BIC could be leveraged for capstone projects, access to technology,
periodic visits, or as an inspiring collaborative workspace.
We are also partnering with groups such as the Berkshire County Educational Task
Force and the Berkshire County Superintendents' Roundtable to make sure that
educational leaders throughout the county are introduced to the BIC, our programs,
and our mission. This will include organizing and hosting professional development
sessions; opportunities for the BIC network to talk to educators about the trends they
are seeing in their fields and the skills they are looking for in new employees.
The Collaborative Learning Network is also a vehicle to partner with non-traditional
innovative educational partners, such as CanCode, MassBioEd, and the Flying Cloud
Institute. We also plan to coordinate a STEM Alumni Network that utilizes our online
portal to connect recent graduates to STEM opportunities in the region, through
newsletters, job fairs, and other events, so that those students who do leave the area
are connected back to the region and have a pathway to return when they are ready.
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Past Program Supporters
Nothing we have done or aim to do is possible without the support of our
sponsors and donors. Thank you for believing in our mission and our
potential. We look forward to continuing to work with you as we grow and
evolve and expand our network of supporters.
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BIC MEMBERS
Boyd Technologies
BSS Additive
Digital Eyes Film
Dive Technologies
Edgi Learning
Electro Magnetic Applications
General Dynamics Mission Systems
Interprint
Lenco Armored Vehicles
Lever
Mill Town
Mohawk Fine Paper
Modern Mold & Tool
Neenah Technical Materials
New Dalton Group
Rousselet Robatel
Sinicon Plastics
SolaBlock
Sonoco Plastics
Sustaine
Thimble
United Aircraft Technologies
Unistress
VidMob
ACADEMIC PARTNERS
Berkshire Community College
McCann Technical School
MCLA

ACADEMIC PARTNERS (Continued)
MIT IKIM
Monument Mountain Regional
RPI
Taconic High School
UMass Institute for Applied Life Sciences
UMass Lowell
Williams College
WPI
AFFILIATE MEMBERS
1Berkshire
Adams Community Bank
Associated Industries of Massachusetts
Berkshire Bank
Berkshire Money Management
Cohen Kinne Valicenti Cook
E for All
JM Spartan
JZJN Design
Lee Bank
MacFarlane Office Group
MountainOne
Pittsfield Economic Development Authority
Pittsfield Cooperative Bank
Smith & Watson
Synagex
Teal Educational Partners
TEC Staffing
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